My Blog ─ Four Years of Writing
By Rod Fraser

Rod Fraser – circa 2008

In the latter days of 2017, I spent a lot of time
figuring out how to make a website ─ using
WordPress as a template. Given that I had some
familiarity with computers over the years, it wasn’t
too difficult. I finished in the first few days of 2018,
then posted ─ ‘Commuting on Your Bike’ ─ to my
website in mid-January.
This was an article written years earlier for a

-2newsletter I sent to clients. In those days, I was a
chartered accountant. I wrote a monthly newsletter
to keep clients informed of financial issues.
Often, I would sneak in articles on my personal
life, politics and other matters ─ to mix it up. As I
recall, these were quite popular, a frequent topic of
conversation, when I met clients for lunch.
It was what one did in the old days, before
websites were available to hobbyists, writers and
businesses. To keep your clients informed, amused
and loyal, people with some talent for writing, sent
out regular newsletters to prospective clients,
existing clients, and friends. Ah! I remember those
days well.

As I mentioned above, 2018 was the start of
‘Rodster.ca’, a personal website, where I have
published articles (ninety-six in total) twice-monthly
over the past four years. I hasten to add that two of
them were written by guest authors. I hope to
receive more contributions in the future.
Recently, in an attempt to reformat the older
articles, I reviewed all ninety-six. I made changes to
some

of

them,

reformatted

others,

and

was

generally pleased with the sum-total of my four
years of work.
I noticed that over time, I have pursued certain

-3themes. For example, throughout 2018, on the 100th
anniversary of World War One, I wrote ten articles
and/or book reviews on the war ─ finishing up with
‘My Grandpa Goes to War’, the personal story of my
late maternal grandfather, William George Garfield
Armstrong.
It is worth noting, that if you have a very
common name, like Will Armstrong, you should
consider using your full legal name in all official
documents.

When

your

descendants

come

to

research your life, they will be more likely to identify
you from a host of others, with the same name.

A little more than half the articles I’ve written were
book reviews. And other articles I’ve written were
inspired by some of the books I’ve read. This is a
form of writing that I enjoy. It’s often easier to come
to a thoughtful conclusion on a book, if you attempt
to write a 1,000-to-1,500-word review of it. It
makes you think about the story, and enjoy it all the
more.
Another topic I’ve often written about is family
history. In addition to the article, ‘My Grandpa Goes
to War’, I wrote the story of my g-g-great aunt,
‘Janet Carnochan’, a woman who was a minor
celebrity, in her home town of Niagara-on-the-Lake,
many decades ago.

-4When I learned my daughter’s maternal grandfather spent his childhood in an orphanage, I penned
‘Lorne Willson’s Early Years’, followed by ‘Lorne
Willson’s War in Bomber Command’. These were two
lovely tales, interesting to family and casual readers
alike.
I wrote an article about Detroit, largely because
my grandmother moved there as a young woman.
She was followed by her son, some years later. Since
all my cousins still live in the Detroit area, they were
able to help bring the story of that turbulent city
(and their family) to life ─ all the while allowing me
to get to know them better.

First Parliament of Upper Canada in 1792 - 1796

More recently, I’ve become interested in the history
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politics ─ from the time of its early governors in the
late 1700s, to the adoption of ‘Responsible Government’ decades later in 1848.
I managed to couple this with a story of my g-ggreat grandfather and his wife, and their journey
and settlement in Upper Canada circa 1815.
I’ve written of Loyalist refugees arriving from the
United States in the 1780s, and war with America in
1812-14. I published an article on the surveying of
early Upper Canada, and the purchase of land for
settlement from the Native People.
I’ve also described the impact of ‘Covid-19’ on
Canada, written about ‘The Case for Parliamentary
Democracy’, and argued for university reform. All
good topics, where I hope I’ve made a modest
contribution to the discussion.

In the late 1980s, when I was writing regularly for a
financial publication called ‘The Bottom Line’, I recall
a lunch with the editor. During our chat, she told me
of two writers she worked with.
One couldn’t write very well, but he had a steady
stream of new and interesting ideas to write about.
Her job, with him, was to help with the writing, while
encouraging him to continue generating ideas for
publication.
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was brilliant at putting articles together, with wit,
insight and a nice turn of phrase. But he was
hopeless at identifying stories for publication. With
this writer, she tried to identify interesting topics for
him to write about.
I mention this, to show there is a place in this
world for all kinds of writers ─ including me. I’m not
bad at identifying topics to write about, and I’m
becoming a better writer all the time.
But I have my weaknesses, just like you. Four
years ago, I chose to ignore these weaknesses, and
start this blog. Writing it has given me no end of
pleasure. I can only hope it has been as rewarding
for my readers.
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