Groundhog Day: A Film Review
By Rod Fraser

This film is pure magic. Originally filmed in 1992,
many people (including me) have watched it a
number of times. It stars Bill Murray (Phil Connors,
the weatherman), Andie MacDowell (Rita Hanson,
his producer), and Chris Elliott (Larry, the cameraman).
On one level, this story is quite simple and funny.
Phil, Rita and Larry are a television crew that cover
the weather. Each year for Groundhog Day, they
drive to a small town in western Pennsylvania, to see
if a groundhog, called ‘Punxsutawney Phil,’ is going
to see his shadow.
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his shadow, there will be six more weeks of winter.
In the event of cloudiness or snow (that prevents
him seeing his shadow), there will be an early
spring. The whole idea is an excuse for a mid-winter
carnival in Punxsutawney, with dancing, cookouts
and fun.
The comic part of the story is that Phil Connor
hates going on this trip each year, despises the town
and the ‘hicks’ that inhabit it. He is an obnoxious
snob and hopes to land a television job in a more
prestigious location in the near future.
The Groundhog Day festivities go smoothly, but
on the way back to Pittsburgh, a blizzard intrudes,
causing the police to shut down the highway. Phil,
Rita and Larry return to Punxsutawney to spend
another night in their lodgings.
Unfortunately for Phil, when he wakes up the
next morning, it is still Groundhog Day. Everything
is more or less the same. The ceremony, to see if
Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, is exactly as it
was the day before. And this continues.
Phil repeats Groundhog Day over and over.
Tomorrow never comes. We aren’t told how long it
goes on, but to Phil (and the film’s audience), it
seems like a very long time. Imagine how you would
cope in a world like that, when those around you

-3have no idea of your being trapped in time, doomed
to repeat one day forever.
While I know you will enjoy the movie for the laughs
alone, it has an interesting philosophic aspect. And
at its heart, it is a love story.
Phil Connors is a nasty man. He is egocentric, brash,
obnoxious and rude. He treats people poorly and is
a ‘me first’ guy all the way. He needs a comeuppance. As he spends his days trying to cope with
this new reality ─ to see what the new rules are ─
he initially tries to use this knowledge to seduce a
pretty young woman, named Nancy Taylor.
Since he is the only one that knows Groundhog
Day is repeating itself, he finds this gives him a
certain

advantage.

He

knows

what

happened

yesterday. No one else does.
He pursues this advantage by finding out the
details of Nancy’s early life. Then the next day, when
she has forgotten the conversation, he uses this
knowledge to manipulate her. While it is amusing to
watch in the film, Phil comes across as a sleaze.
Nancy doesn’t interest Phil much, so he soon
drops her to focus on his producer, Rita Hanson, with
whom he slowly falls in love. But as he tries to love
her, to seduce her, he learns she will never love him.
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tantrums, posturing and selfishness.
So devastated is Phil, by her loathing, he slowly
becomes this better man that a Rita might love.
Without the hope that this will happen, secure in the
conviction that he will experience Groundhog Day ─
over and over again, Phil changes.
In a memorable part of the film, there is an elderly
man in the movie, panhandling for loose change at
the corner store. Phil ignores him time and again ─
oblivious to his need. But soon he learns the old man
has died from neglect in the late hours of one of
Phil’s Groundhog days.
When he discovers this, the next morning, he
takes the old man to breakfast, to fill him with
nourishing food. He is kind to him, and treats his
new friend with respect and warmth. But when the
old man dies again that night, and the next ─ Phil
continues to do what he can for him in the last day
of his life, knowing he will always die later that night.
In another scene in the movie, Phil takes care to
walk down a particular street at the same time each
day. Just as he arrives at a tree, a young boy, high
up in the tree falls, to be saved by Phil at the foot of
the tree ─ when he is caught in Phil’s arms.
Phil soon becomes resigned to his fate. Certain
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ever ─ he tries to do what he can to make a
difference to those in Punxsutawney that day.
Phil understands that Rita can never love him, even
if she does show him affection when they spend time
together. Every such gesture is always forgotten in
the morning, when Groundhog Day starts once
again.
But strange things can happen in this world, even
one as circumscribed as Phil’s. Has he done his
penance? Has an omniscient being been observing
Phil’s progress, from obnoxious human being to
worthy individual? Is he now worthy of Rita’s love?
For at some point, while lying in bed with Rita, as
the morning begins, he is finally freed of Groundhog
Day. February 3rd has arrived. Rita remembers the
events of the day before, and she is now sure in her
love for Phil. As they leave the B&B to start their new
day, Phil says, “Let live in Punxsutawney. We’ll rent
to start.”
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