General Educational Development
(GED) Certificate
By Rod Fraser

After being discharged from the United States Navy
on December 17, 1953 (after four years of service),
my cousin, Ron Armstrong, then age 22, had this to
tell me about his concerns and priorities at that time,
I had one thing on my mind ─ to find a job as soon
as possible. I reconnected with two friends from
school and we decided to take the GED tests to
help us find a decent job.
All three of us had dropped out of high school
during grade ten to join the Navy. Four years
later, when we were discharged, we knew a high

-2school diploma was key to getting a good job on
civvy street. Fortunately, the armed forces had
pioneered a series of tests in 1942 that came to
be known as the ‘GED’.
These tests if successfully passed, allowed the
candidate to receive a high-school equivalency
diploma. This could be used to apply to college or
to seek employment. The program was soon
expanded to allow any high school dropout with a
little talent and some hard work, to gain his high
school diploma.

Ron Armstrong – circa 1952

Ron couldn’t recall all the details of the tests, but he
did remember writing them, passing them and
receiving his diploma from John F. Pershing High
School in Detroit in the early part of 1954.
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their compulsory military service, albeit in the U. S.
Army. Like Ron, his two brothers had dropped out of
high school after grade ten. And again, like Ron,
they both obtained their high school equivalency
diploma by writing the GED tests. Here is what Tom
Armstrong had to say about his experience with the
GED.
I completed my GED examinations during the
summer of 1955 and received my high school
equivalency diploma when I passed. This was at
the start of my second year in the army. One
thing I can say about the U.S. Army: they were
very keen on seeing their soldiers do well in life,
and their support for soldiers writing and passing
the GED was one good example of their concern.
There were four separate tests, each one taken
on a different evening at the Fort Hood base.
There was no preparation class that I was aware
of, so I was given old tests, and a variety of army
materials that enabled me to master the syllabus.
Hearing the experiences of my older cousins was the
first time I had ever heard of the GED. In my high
school in Burk’s Falls, I recall an older student trying
to convince a teacher to adjust his grade twelve
grades to a passing status. He had been a student
at the school a number of years earlier, and had
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than repeat the year, he left school to take a job.
A few years later, he wanted to join the Ontario
Provincial Police, but that required a high school
diploma. When his attempt to have his former
teacher retroactively change his grades failed, he
lost a significant opportunity to improve his lot in
life. If he had known of the GED (and if it was
available in Ontario at the time), it might have made
all the difference to his future.
A little online research showed me that the GED has
been available in Ontario for many years, as well as
in every other province, and all the states in the U.S.
In Ontario, it is administered by the Independent
Learning Center (ILC) of TV Ontario. It claims it is
the largest online high school in the country. Here is
how

they

describe

the

GED

program

(edited

slightly).
The General Educational Development program
(or GED) is an alternative to the traditional high
school diploma.
To earn your high school equivalency diploma
from GED, you must be at least 18 years old, a
resident of Ontario for at least six months, and
not enrolled in a traditional high school program.
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pursue it at any time in life. Even if you left high
school many years earlier, you can still complete
your GED at any age.
Although

many

candidates

take

courses

to

prepare for the GED tests, it is not necessary.
Anyone who qualifies (see above) can register for
the tests, pay the fee, and take any of the five
tests required to qualify for the GED diploma.
The tests include: math (70 minutes); social
studies (120 minutes); science (90 minutes);
reading (80 minutes); and writing (65 minutes).
There

are

a

host

of

preparatory

materials

available from TVO/ILC and their website also lists
some GED Preparation courses in various centres
across Ontario.
As I mentioned earlier, GED testing is available all
across Canada and the United States. And in years
past, there were many talented people that dropped
out of high school and later obtained their high
school equivalency through GED. Here are a few
examples.
Michael J. Fox never graduated from high school.
During his last year of studies in Canada, he left
before graduation to pursue an acting career in the
United States. Later at the age of 34, married and
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Cameron Diaz quit school at the age of 17, for
the very good reason that she was a poor student
and left when she received an offer of a modeling
job. Later she completed her GED tests and earned
her diploma.
Elton John left the Royal Academy of Music at the
age of 16, bored with classical music and his high
school studies. He turned to earning a living playing
rock and roll at a local pub. He is also said to have
earned his GED diploma.
There are 47 other celebrities listed on this website
which claims they all earned their GED diploma in
later life. I can’t verify the correctness of their
information, but it seems credible that a number of
bright talented people might have opted for an early
exit from high school, only later to have sought out
a GED diploma.
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